
Open Access Policies  
Elsevierôs approach to Open Access 



Adapting to a Changing Environment 

Å We support sustainable access and work 

hard to provide a range of open access 

options alongside our subscription and 

other access initiatives to ensure 

everyone can read, use and trust the 

latest research.  

 

Å We are committed to working in 

partnership with the research community, 

librarians, funders and other 

stakeholders. 

 

Å Our Elsevier team are continually on the 

road meeting the community, 

participating in discussions and 

establishing partnerships which will help 

support and increase access to research 

Å Increased OA policies and mandates 

from funders 

 

Å Universities developing OA policies and 

repositories  to showcase output 

 

Å Governmental interest and assessment 

of Open Access 

 

Å Authors looking for Open Access options 

from journals 

 

Å Librarians supporting faculty, 

administration and users in 

understanding and deploying OA 

 

Å Rapidly developing and changing 

publishing industry supporting both 

subscription and Open Access 

 



Sustainable Access 
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Current Landscape 
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Open Access articles

Subscription articles

ÅGold open access articles 

made up 7% of total in 2012 

 

ÅThe level of uptake varies by 

field ï highest in Life and 

Health Sciences 

 

Å2013: ~10% of all STM 

articles expected to be Open 

Access 

 



Open Access Journals 
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A journal where all articles are freely available to all with 

permitted re-use. 

 
Å Maintains rigorous peer review 

Å No subscription charges 

Å Exclusive license agreement 

Å Choice of user licenses  

Å Open access publication fee 

Elsevier publishes over 50 Open 

Access Journals 

and still adding moreé 

http://www.elsevier.com/about/open-access/open-access-journals 
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Open Access Articles 

Subscription journal which offers and open access option. Open 

Access articles are freely available to subscribers and the 

general  public with permitted re-use. 

Å Allows authors to publish open access in high quality, 

indexed journals 

Å Maintains rigorous peer review 

Å Exclusive license agreement 

Å Choice of user licenses  

Å Open access publication fee 

Elsevier offers this choice in 1600 

established peer reviewed 

journals 

includingé. 

http://www.elsevier.com/about/open-access/sponsored-articles 
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OA articles and journals 
 
ÅAuthors retain copyright © The Authors 

ÅGrant exclusive license to publish 

ÅChoose user license: 

ÅCC-BY (Attribution) 

ÅCC-BY-NC-SA (Non-Commercial, Share Alike) 

ÅCC-BY-NC-ND (Non-Commercial, No Derivatives)  

More information: www.elsevier.com/about/open-access/open-access-policies/oa-license-policy 

 

APC: 
Å Full range $500 - $5000 

ÅMost in standard range $1200 - $2500 

ÅDifferences by type, funding situation, etc. 

 

Discoverability of OA content on ScienceDirect: 

ÅUser are able to easily identify OA journals and journals that contain OA articles in the publication browse 

page, and filter on open access.  
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No Double Dipping 

ÅThere is no double dipping because we run the two publishing services entirely independently of one 

another: 

ï Subscription articles: Subscription fees are charged and allow the readers to receive the 

subscription articles.  

ï Open Access Articles:  Open access publication fees are collected and allow authors to 

broadcast open access articles to anyone. 

 

ÅWhen calculating subscription prices, Elsevier only takes into account content published under the 

subscription model 

 

ÅOpen access journals and open access articles within hybrid journals, are not factored into the 

subscription price of a journal. 

 



Green Open Access 

Å Posting a manuscript to an institutional or subject repository 

Å Publication costs are paid for by subscriptions, which enable readers to 

access the final published version of the article 

 

Current policy: 
 
Å Authors can voluntarily self-archive preprints and accepted manuscripts 

to institutional repositories and websites 
Å Where funders and institutions mandate manuscript posting, we seek 

agreements to ensure sustainability of journals. 
Å These require journal-specific embargo periods - typically 12-24 months 

 



Green Open Access 
 

Elsevier is recognised as a Green publisher in the Sherpa/ROMEO database 
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http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/ 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/


Key Points and Issues 

Å Many different approaches to Gold OA  

Å Funder reimbursement,  

Å Central university funds 

Å Research grants 

Å Self-financed 

Å Library / Faculty / Administration mediated 

 

Å One size does not fit all 

Å Development of membership and pre-pay schemes 

Å Entrance of OA intermediaries to support APC payments 

IMPLEMENTATION OF GOLD OA 

IMPLEMENTATION OF GREEN OA 

Å Open Access brings the challenge of multiple licensing 

challenges: 

Å Author licensing ï copyright and licenses to 

publish 

Å User licenses ï creative commons licenses 

 

Å Concerns and confusion of authors over licensing 

choices 

Å Publishers need to be independent 

Å Funders mandating use of licensing 

LICENSING CHOICES 

NO DOUBLE DIPPING 

Å Every organisation has a different approach to its 

repository 

Å Simple showcase of an institutionôs output 

Å Integration with CRIS systems, HR databases, 

tenure and promotion 

Å Self archiving / assisted archiving 

Å Compliance 

 

Å Concern from researchers over IPR, particularly with 

sharing data 

Å Compliance with Publisher policies 

Å Publisher commitment to not recognise revenue from 

both subscription and OA income on same articles 

Å Corrections to journal pricing to account for this 

Å Still low uptake of Gold OA 

Å Transparency of process 

 

Å Call for country / regional amendments to journal pricing, 

but publishers have international journals? 

Å Renewal and Consortial agreements 

 



Open Archive 

ÅSubscription journals making articles freely available online after 
time delay 
 

ÅTime to free access varies due to differences in subject fields 

Elsevier has over 100 journals that 

feature Open Archives 

http://www.elsevier.com/about/open-access/open-archives 
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