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European Commission 

“Responsible research and innovation is an approach 
that anticipates and assesses potential implications and 
societal expectations with regard to research and 
innovation, with the aim to foster the design of inclusive 
and sustainable research and innovation.” 



RRI: science with and for society 

Six pillars 

• Governance 

• Science education 

• Ethics 

• Open Access 

• Gender 

• Public engagement 
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Science education 

“Building capacities and developing innovative ways of 
connecting science to society is a priority under Horizon 
2020. This will help to make science more attractive to 
young people, increase society's appetite for innovation, 
and open up further research and innovation activities.” 



Ethics 

• The involvement of children, patients, vulnerable 
populations 

• The use of human embryonic stem cells, 

• Privacy and data protection issues, 

• Research on animals and non-human primates. 

• Research integrity 



Open access 

 

“…making research results more accessible contributes 
to better and more efficient science, and to innovation in 
the public and private sectors.” 



Gender 

 

“Three objectives underpin the strategy on gender equality in 
Horizon 2020: 

• Fostering gender balance in research teams, in order to close 
the gaps in the participation of women. 

• Ensuring gender balance in decision-making, in order to reach 
the target of 40% of the under-represented sex in panels and 
groups and of 50% in advisory groups. 

• Integrating the gender dimension in research and innovation 
(R&I) content, helps improve the scientific quality and societal 
relevance of the produced knowledge, technology and/or 
innovation.” 

 



Public engagement 

 

“Public engagement implies: 

• the establishment of iterative and inclusive participatory multi-
actor dialogues between researchers, policy makers, industry 
and civil society organisations, NGOs, and citizens; 

• to foster mutual understanding and co-create research and 
innovation outcomes and policy agendas effective in tackling 
societal challenges, and 

• fostering wider acceptability of results.” 

 



VIB: Responsible Research policy 

• Doing research in a safe manner 

• Legal compliance 

• Dealing with bioethical issues 
responsibly 

• Applying high integrity standards 

• Accountability 

• Awareness about and 
responsiveness to societal issues 

 



 

 

RRI: examples from practice 



 



BintjePLUS 

Development of durably late blight resistant Bintje potatoes. The Bintje potatoes will 
only contain natural resistance genes stemming from wild potato species. The genes 
will be introduced into Bintje using genetic engineering. 

The goal of the project is to contribute to a more sustainable potato production. 

 

BintjePLUS users committee: 
• Potato research institutes 

• Farmers organisations 

• Potato breeders 

• Seed potato farmer 

• Potato processing industry 

• Flemish ministry of agriculture 

 

 



 



Transparancy on animal tests 



 



 



 



 

 

RRI: Other examples from 
practice 

 

And what to learn from them 



 

 

General discussion 



Discussion topics 

• Science education 
What audience to focus on? And what to do? 

• RRI versus CSR en TripleP 
Is RRI the CSR/TripleP approach for an R&D organization? 

• How to deal with societal issues? 
Animal testing? 

GMOs? 

Freedom of choice? 

Consequences for privacy? 

Access to innovations 

Have and have nots 

• What type of public engagement do we find useful? 

• The role of transparency in RRI 

• RRI in academic institutions 
Education, research and societal servicing 

 



• Science education 

• How to deal with societal issues? 
Animal testing? 

GMOs? 

Freedom of choice? 

Consequences for privacy? 

Access to innovations 

Have and have nots 

• The role of transparency in RRI 

• What type of engagement do we find useful? 

• RRI versus CSR and TripleP? 
Is RRI the CSR/TripleP approach for an R&D organization 

• RRI in an academic institution 
How does RRI fit in the missions of education, research and societal services? 


