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ENRD Thematic Group 
‘Mainstreaming the bioeconomy’

Recommendations
on how EU funded 

Rural Development 
interventions 
can support 

sustainable bio-
economy in rural 

areas. Participants MAs, PAs, advisors, 

researchers, LAGs, NGOs, practitioners

How to develop sustainable bioeconomy 
value chains that promote employment 
and economic growth in rural areas, while 
preserving eco-systems?



• Use a definition of ‘bioeconomy’ that makes 
sense in the given context and for the rural 
target group.

• Define the economic, environmental and social 
results that it is expected to deliver. 

• Awareness-raising activities needed at all 
levels.

• Build a vision for the rural bioeconomy 

integrated with all relevant policies and 
strategies (EU to local levels). 

• Oulu Bioeconomy Leader tour, FI

Shared understanding(1)

Recommendations:

How to mainstream the bioeconomy in rural areas



Bring all kinds of actors together to create 
resilient and innovative bioeconomy ‘value webs’.

• Use existing networks, develop new clusters 
and supply chains to enable innovation and 
entrepreneurship.

• Encourage innovative linking together of 
different sectors and value chains that evolve in 
synergy.

• Make sure expert advice and support is 
available at all stages, from launch to learning.

• SubProMais, Portugal 

Convening key actors(2)



Facilitate territorial approaches where 
appropriate to optimise long-term buy-in and 
impact.

• Build synergies with existing territorial dynamics 
and resource availability.  

• Ensure local needs are being answered. 

• Prioritise circular activities that add and 

maintain value within the local rural economy.

• Circular local economy in Bornholm, DK

@ Jordan Rowland on Unsplash

Buy-in through local 
engagement(3)



Rural Development funding (EAFRD) can be used 
at all stages of rural value chain development.

• See detailed recommendatios “How to use RDPs 
to support rural bioeconomy?”

• RDP funding: targeting small, local players!

• Similar interventions can be programmed in the 
post-2020 CAP Strategic Plans.

Coordinated RD support(4)



RDP measures for bioeconomy 

See full mapping of RDP measures for bioeconomy



Find synergies with other ESIF instruments and 
tools.

• Opportunities for complementary funding from 

diverse ESIF to target different aspects and 
needs in emerging value chains.

• Ensure authorities are aware – break down silos!

• Streamline the funding advice and application 

processes for the rural beneficiaries. 

• Bioeconomy strategy in Grand Est, FR

• Combining ESIF funds for regional bioeconomy, 
FI

Synergies with other EU funds(5)



• Do not reinvent the wheel – build on existing 
systems and apply those most relevant to the 
context. 

• Track the added value - economic, social and 
environmental - of bioeconomy. 

• Basis for new tools for market recognition and 

reward. 

• Certification for hedgerow wood, FR

Evaluate 
with effective indicators(6)



Bioeconomy and future CAP objectives 



Thank you for your attention!

ENRD Contact Point 
Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat, 38 (bte 4) 
1040 Bruxelles/Brussel BELGIQUE/BELGIË 
Tel. +32 2 801 38 00
bioeconomy@enrd.eu

ENRD Rural Bioeconomy Portal

ENRD Thematic Group on Bioeconomy 
and Climate Action in rural areas

Interested in more examples? See 
EAFRD Projects Brochure 'Bioeconomy’
In EN, FR, ES, IT, DE & PL languages! 


